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T is Ordered , That the Thanks of thi 
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Court be given to the Revetend Mr. Sher 
lock, Matter 6f the Temple, for his Sermoi 
Preach'd at the Cathedral Church of St. Pu 
on Wedneſday the Fifth of November inſtant q 
(veing the Anniverſary Thankſgiving fort 1 
eliverance from the 'Gunpowiler-ZreaſmM 
before the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and C 
tizens of this City : And that he be Defir 


to Print the ſame. 
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SERMON 

PREACH'D | 
Before the Right Honourable the 


LORD - MAYOR, 
Aldermen, & Citizens of London, 

1 AT THE 
WI [Cathedral-Church of St. PA u L, 
1 On November the 5th. 1712. 


By T HO. SHERLOCK, M. A. 
Maſter of the Temple, and Chaplain 
in Ordinary to Her Majeſty. 


LONDON: 


Printed for JOHN PEMBERTON, at the 
Buck and Sun againſt St. Dunſtax's Church in 
Fleetftreet, MDCCKXII. 
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And when his Diſciples Fames and John ſaw 
this, they ſaid, Lord wilt thou that we com- 
mand Fire to. come down from Heaven, and 
conſume them, even as Hlias did? But he 
turned and rebuked them, and ſaid, Te know 
not what manner of Spirit ye are of. 


HAT provocation the-Diſciples had to 
call for Fire from Heaven to conſume 
the Samaritans, may be learnt from 
% the 51ſt and following Verſes : And it 
came to paſs, when the time was come that he ſhould be 
received up, he ſtedfaſtly ſet his face to go to Feruſalep ; 
and ſent Meſſengers before his face: And they went and 
entred into a Village of the Samaritans to make ready 


for him. And they did not receive him, becauſe his face 


was as though he would go to Feruſalem. And when his 
Diſciples Fames and Fohn ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord, wilt 
thou that we command Fire to come down from Heaven, 


and conſume them, even as Elias did? And he turned and 
rebuted them, and ſaid, Te know not what manner of Spi- 


rit ye are of. For the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 
Men's lives, but to ſave them. The Hatred be- 
tween the Fews and Samaritans was founded in a Reli- 
gious Controverſy ; and re ſo far, * 
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all Offices of common Humanity had ceaſed between 
them; Inſomuch that when our Saviour asked a Wo- 
man of that Countrey but for a little Water to drink, 
ſhe marvelled at it, and ſaid, How is it, that thou le- 


ing a Jew, askeſt Drink of me, which am a Woman of Sa. 


maria? John 4.9. The Reaſon of her Wonder is add- 


ed in the next Words; For the Fews have no dealings 


with the Samaritans. From the 2ath Verſe of the N 
ſame Chapter we may gather what the Foundation of 


this Quarrel was: Our Fathers, ſays the Woman, 


worſhipped in this Mountain; and ye ſay, that in Feruſa- © 


lem is the place where men ought to worſhip. This Ac- © 


count is likewiſe confirmed by Foſephus , who tells us, 
That there were perpetual Quarrels and Animoſities 
between the Fews and Samaritans, occaſioned by a $ 
Conteſt concerning the Holineſs of their Temples: Z 
The one affirming the Temple at Jeruſalem to be ho- 
ly; and that all Fews ought to ſend their Offerings 
thither: The others affirming the ſame concerning 
the Temple in Mount Gerizim, F 
It was about the Time of the Paſſoyer, that our 
Saviour took this Journey to Feruſalem, as we may 
collect from what is ſaid in the 51ſt Verſe ; Aud it 
came to paſs, when the Time was come that he should 
be received up, he ſtedfaſtiy fer his face to go to Feruſa- | 
lem. The Time that our Saviour was received up, 
we know, was at the Jewiſß Paſſover; and this Time 
being come, when this Journey was made, ſhews it 
to be about the Time of the Celebration of this Feaſt. 
And this may account, together with what has been 
already faid , for the unkind Reception which the 
Diſciples met with in Samaria? The Samarttans find- Þ 
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ing them upon a Journey to Jeruſalem about the Time 
of the Paſſover, concluded that they were going to 
celebrate the Feaſt there, and conſequently were ſuch 
as eſteemed the Temple of Jeruſalem to be the true 
Place of Worſhip, and were Deſpiſers of the Tem- 
ple in the Mount of Samaria : For this Reaſon they 
refuſed to afford them any Entertainment in their Vit- 
lage; but ſent them out to proſecute their Jour- 
ney, Without the neceſſary Refreſhments for it. 
This rais'd the Tndignation of the Diſciples : They 
immediately call to mind the Story of Elias; *Twas 
in Samaria that Elias had deſtroy'd the Captains and 
their Fifties with Fire from Heaven; The Place it 
felf prompted them to imitate the Noble Vengeance, 
that Had once before been executed there; They 
knew-that a greater than Elias was there now, and 
had been more barbarouſly treated: Why not then 
che like Exemplary Puniſhment > Why ſhould not 
J the re of Heaven come down to conſume the E- 
nemies of God's own Son, as once it did to deſtroy 
the Enemies of his Prophet? Warm with theſe 
Thoughts, and full of Reſentment for their Maſter's 
Honour, they apply to him, Lord, wilt thou that we 
command Fire to come down from Heaven, and conſume 
em, even 4s Elias did? But he felt other Reſent- 
„ments than theirs; and turned about, and calmly re- 
buked them, ſaying, Te nom not what manner of Spi- 
I have been the larger in ſetting forth the Circum- 
ſtances of this Story, becauſe in ſo many Inſtances. 
JI they are Applicable to our own Cafe. *Twas Hatred 
I that grew out of a Religious Controverſy, that * 
A the 
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the Treaſon of this Day : Twas Fire, tho not from 
Heaven, that was call'd for to decide the Diſpute : 
Twas Zeal for Chriſt; Bus not according to knowledge, 
that prompted to the Revenge: The Revenge was 
Bloody and Unchriſtian; and to every one concern d 
in it does the Voice of Chriſt reach, Te know not 
what manner of Spirit ye are of. 

It would be endleſs on this 1 to run into 


the Controverſies that are between us and the Church by 


of Rome: The Caſe we have this Day to plead with 
them, wants not the Support which the Righteouſ- 
neſs of our Cauſe might afford it. Let Them be the 
Diſciples : Let Us be the Samarztans ; miſtaken, nay, 
obſtinately miſtaken in our Religion: Let Them 
have all the Advantage that the Parallel in the Text | 
can afford Them: Let Them call Us Hereticks, 


Schiſmaticks , Aliens from the Body and Church of : . 


Chriſt : Vet, after all, Their 4 Rage, and 
Their Cruel Thirſt after Blood, entitle Them z the 
Reproof of Their Lord, Te know not what manner of 
Spirit ye are 

Not all the Boaſted. PRC of their Church, 
can juſtify them in the Cruelty they uſe towards | 
Fr, Fellow- Creatures. Have they a Zeal and Love 


for Chriſt 2 So had the Diſciples : Are they provok d 


by the Indignities offer'd to him? So were they: 
Have they Faith enough among them to work Mira- | 
cles in his Name; and will they from thence juſtify | 
their Practice? The ſame Faith had the Diſciples ; | 
Wilt thou, ſay they, that We command Fire to come 
down Fam Heaven? You fee their Faith: They 
wanted nothing but their Lord's Permiſſion to fo | 

ey 


JF caſion, 
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the Thing : And yet, their Faith not with tanding, 
we learn from the Unerring Voce of Truth, that 
their Spirit was not right within them. 

But When we have conſiderd cur Saviour's 
judgment in this Caſe, and how far it extends, we 
{hall be better able to judge, to what Kind of Spirit 
the Dark Contrivance of this Day is to be afcri- 
bed. 

The Caſe has been already ſtated, * T need not 


0 repeat it: My Buſineſs at preſent hall be to conſider, 


low far this Reaſon of our Saviour's excludes all 


I Ve of Temporal Puniſhments in Matters of Reli- 
ion. And, 


To ſhall briefly ſhew , that it holds i in all Caſcs 


| vith reſpect to Church-Power. 


IT. That the Argument does not affect the Civil 


ä Magiſlrate's Power; nor tye up his Hands from Iu- 
erpoſing with the Civil Sword, in Matters proper for 
lis Juriſdiction; however they may be pretended to 


be allied to Religion, 
III. I ſhall apply what is ſaid to the preſent Oc- 


as to the perſons on whom the Diſciples would 


have executed Vengeance, they were on Two Ac- 
Fcounts the Objects of their Wrath. They were A- 
Ppoſtates ſrom the true Religion, and had erected a 
Temple to themſelves on the Mount of Samaria: 
eſides this, they had very inhumanly treated them 
end their Maſter. The Rule of Charity is ſo very 

Ilan in Scripture, and the Duty of Forgiving Inju- 
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ries ſo expreſs, that I think Perſonal Affronts and | 
| Tnjuries can with no Colour be pleaded to juſtify | 
Perſecution. And therefore the whole Weight of 
the Argument lies upon the Honour of God and Re. | 
ligion ; from which Topicks, the Doctrine of Extir. 
pating Hereticks fetches its main Support. But to 


this Argument our Saviour has furnilh'd us with a M- 


ſhort but full Reply, v. 56. The Son of Man i 
not come to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them. The 
Honour of God is beſt conſulted, by comply:ng with 
the Gracious Deſigns of his Providence; and the Ho. 
nour of Rcligion beſt ſecured, by promoting the Ends 


of it: And ſince our Saviour has told us, that the Deſign MI. 
of his Coming into the World, and the End of the M.. 
Religion he taught, was not to deſtroy, but to fave BY. 


Men's Lives ; there can be no greater Indignit 


ofter'd to God, no greater Contempt ſhewn of Chriſt, 7 
or Blemiſh caft upon Religion; than to make Religi-Þ 
on, which was deſigned to ſave Men, the Means 


and Inſtrument of deſtroying them. The Argument I 


reaches to all Methods of Propagating Religion 
which are hurtful or injurious to Men, as well as 
merely to the deſtroying them by the Fire or Sword; 
For the Son of Man no more came to injure or abuſe 


Men, than he did to deſtroy them : And therefore e 


the Argument is equally ſtrong againſt Injuring or 
Abuſing our Fellow- Creatures in order to propagate 
the Faith, as it is againſt Deſtroying them. And ve- 
ry ſtrong it muſt be in both Caſes, fince tis our Sa- 


viour's own Argument, 
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Tis true, that all Puniſhments do not come under 
the Notion of Injuries or Abuſes ; ſince many are 
calculated for the Benefit of Offenders ; to reclaim 
them to a better Mind, and better Manners : And 
conſequently, all Puniſhments will not come within 
this Argument of our Bleſſed Saviour: And there- 
bre, notwithſtanding what has been ſaid, it may fill 
de pretended, that there is Room for the Exerciſe of 
A Temporal Puniſhments (for of ſuch only I ſpeak at 
HE prefent ) in the Caſe of Religion; ſince ſome Pu- 
J nihments may be ſubſervient to the End of Religi- 
Jon, and may help to ſet forward the Salvation of 
a Men. 
AJ But however good a Reaſon this may be ſor Exer- 
BJ ciſing Temporal Puniſhments in the Cauſe of Religi- 
Jon, it can ſignify nothing in the preſent Caſe, un- 
les the Church be veſted with a Power of Diſpenſing 
Temporal Puniſhments: For this Reaſon cannot 
A create a Power, where it is not; it can only di- 
Art the Exerciſe of it, where it is. And therefore, 
to thoſe who urge the Conveniency of Temperal Pu- 
Fohments in Matters of Religion; we anſwer with 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Te know not what manner of Spirit 
e are of: The Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this 
AVorld ; nor is it to be erected gr ſupported by 
AVorldly Power: He has not intrenched upon the 
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Icheir Commiſſion to his Diſciples. When St. Peter 
rew the Sword in his Defence, he commanded him to 
Nut up the Sword again into its place, with this Threat- 
ing; For all they who take the Sword, ſhall periſh with 
Ihe Sword, And in his Anſwer to Plate he declares ; 
B 2 My 


civil Magiſtrate's Authority, or granted any Part of 
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My ﬀingdom is not of this Werld ; if my Kingdom were were 
of this World, then would my Servants fight, that T ſhould | 
not be deliver'd to the Jews: But now is my Kingdom not 
from hence. Joh. 18. 36. : 
This may ſerve to ſhew the Meaning and Extent ) 
of our Saviour's Argument; and how contra- 
ry it is to the Genius and Spirit of the Chriſtian B 
Religion, to found its Faith in Temporal Puniſh. 
ments. The Powers which are derived to the Church 
from Chriſt the Head of it, are purely Spiritual: 
The Puniſhments ſhe inflicts, are of the ſame Nature; 
and the Effect of them generally ſuſpended till the 
Offender comes to another World, *Tis juſt Rea- 
ſoning, I think, to inſer from the Sp:ritval Nature 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Spiritual Power of his 
| Miniſters on Earth; that Temporal Puniſtments are 


; 
; 
V 


not proper to enforce the Laus and Edicts of Chriſts 1 
Kingdom; for ſince the Kingdom is not ot this World « 
the Powers belonging to tlus Kingdom cannot be off p 
this World: But how thoſe who derive all Church f 
Power and AuthSrity from the Magiſtrate or the PeoM| a 
ple, can upon their own Principles exclude Temporal \ 
Puniſhments in Matters of Religion, I cannot well s 
conceive : For if the Authority be of this World, 7 te 
muſt be ſupport& by the Power of this World: Tha :1 
Magiſtrate bears the Sword, to command Obedience c 
to his Laws and Edicts; and the Exerciſe of the Sword a 
reaches as far as his Authority goes; and therefore i ſc 
the Power of the Church is founded in his Authority 0 
it muſt likewiſe be upheld by his Sword : And conſeſ tl 
quently, thoſe who are for Throwing all SpirituaÞ d 
Power out of the Church, and Introducing into th ce 
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ih? 
room of it, a Power derived from the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate; muſt, to exempt the Conſciences of Men from 
a Spiritual Juriſdiction, ſubmit them to a Temporal; 
and leave them to truckle to the Power of the Sword : 
Which is ia its Conſequence, whatever it may be in 
its Principle, downright Popery. 
As the Power of the Magiſtrate is by ſome exalted 


„ 
— 
dn. — 


in Matters of Religion, beyond all Proportion of Rea- 


ſon; ſo by others it is as much depreſs d. 

Let us therefore in the Second Place proceed to 
ſhew, That the Reaſon of the Text does not affect the 
Civil Magiſtrate's Power, nor tye up his Hands from 
interpoſing with the Civil Sword, in Matters proper 
for his Juriſdiction, however they may be pretended 
ro be ally'd to Religion. 4 . 

The Foundation or Principle upon which the Magi- 
ſtrate's Power has been both unreaſonably exalted and 
depreſs'd, is Liberty of Conſcience. Tho, to ſpeak 
properly, on the one ſide a Liberty from Conſcience 


ſeems to be the Thing aimed at; For which Reaſon 


all Regal to Spiritual Matters is ſtruck out, and the 
Magiſtrate's Will ſet up as the Supreme Law of Con- 
{ſcience : On the other ſide, a Liberty for Conſcience 
to act as it pleaſes, is the Thing contended for; And 
theretore the Magiſtrate's Power, in all Caſes where 
Conſcience is concerned, is taken away, and Men ſet 
at Liberty, to act as their Conſcience, how erroneous 
ſoever, ſhall direct them, withou Controul. But it 
ought to be remembred,that the Arguments-drawn from 
the Nature of Religion, and of Chriſt's Spiritual King- 
dom, againſt the Uſe of Temporal Puniſhments, are 


concluſive only as to the Miniſters of that 3 
and. 
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and cannot extend to the Civil Magiſtrate: They, as 
they are Miniſters of a Kingdom purely Spiritual, can 
have no Claim as ſuch to any Temporal Power ; and 
therefore they can exerciſe none: They conſider Men's 
Actions with reſpect to the Conſequences of them in 


another World, and therefore they denounce the Pu- 
niſhments of another World againit Offenders : X»ow. 
ing the Terrors of the Lord, we perſuade men. But the 
Civil Magiſtrate has a Temporal Power; and the 
Peace and Order of this World are his Care and Con- 
cern : Tis his proper Buſineſs to conſider the Actions 
of Men with regard to Publick Peace and Order; 
without reſpecting from what Iaternal Principle they . 
flow. If the Actions of Men are ſuch, as tend to di-. 
ſturb the Peace, or to deſtroy the Frame of the Govern- 
ment over which he preſides; whether they proceed 
from Conſcience or not, he's not bound to conſider ; Þ 
nor indeed can he; but tis his Duty to puniſh and to 
reſtrain them. Whenever Men's Religion or Conſci- 


ence come to ſhew themſelves in Practice, they fall 


under the Cognizance of the Civil Power: Or when- | 


ever they branch out into Principles deſtructive of the E 
Civil Government, they are then ripe for the Civil 
Sword, and may jullly be rooted out. Upon theſe WM 


Principles, I preſume, there have been many Penal 


Laws enacted againſt Popery in this Kingdom: Not up- 
on the weak Suppoſition that no Man's Conſcience ever 
led him to be a Papiſt ; but upon this known and expe- 
rienced Truth, That whenever a Man's Conſcience 


leads him to be a Papiſt, it leads him to be an Enemy | 


to the Conſtitution of this Government; and there-M 
fore the Government has a Right to ſecure it = ; 
| again oe 


e Lorp-Maror, &c. 


againſt the Practices of a profeſſed Enemy, by the 
Terror of Temporal Puniſhments , notwithſtanding 
the Pleas of Confcience and Religion. And ſhould 
any Sect hereaſter ariſe, entring into Practices, or 
J profeſſing Principles deſtructive of whe Legal Conſti- 
tation, the Magiſtrate would have as good a Right 
A co uaſheath the Sword againſt them, as at preſent he 
has to do it againſt the Papiſt: Nor ſhall it avail 
g Them, any more than Theſe, to ſay, they act upon 
principles of Religion or Conſcience. 5 
A4 «s to mere Difference in Opinion, which ends only 
in Speculation, or influences only the Internal Acts of 
the Mind, or produces only ſuch external Acts as no 
way concern the Publick Peace, I ſee not how the 
2) Magiſtrate can intereſt himſelf in them: But where- 
ever Difference of Opinion is attended with Conſe- 
quences that may affect the State, How can it ſtand 
© with Reaſon, or Publick Good, to exclude the Ma- 
giſtrate's Power in ſuch Caſes ? POOR 
Men often diſpute againſt Penal Laws, under the 


f Notion of their being Laws of the Church : Which 
A Right they never can be; for the Church has no 


Right or Authority to impole Penal Laws: They are 
Elritly and properly ſpeaking, Laws of the State: 
They have for their End, as all other Civil Laws 
Wave, the Good of the State, and are enacted to pre- 
rent the Growth either of Principles or Practices 
Irhich are conceiv'd to be dangerous: And I would 
-in know how the Subjects Conſcience can bind the 
e agiſtrate's Power from acting in its proper Sphere, 

Arhich is to prevent all growing Dangers to the State. 
rhere have been thoſe in this Kingdom, and there 
i may 
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may be again, «ho. found Fe es 5 in 
Conſcience, that the Goods of. Chriſlians, Were com. 
mon : Should ſuch an one come to ſhare with you, as 
he would call it, in your Goods, or.as the Law Would, 
term it, to rob yog of them, Would his Conſcience, 
and his miſunderlfanding a few Texts of Scripture re- 


lating to that Matter, be a good and fuſtiftable Plea in 


a Court of Juſtice 2 If it * old, 1 dare engage, the 
Se will ſoon be numerovs - I" it would not; it can 
be no geneaal Rule, that Conſcience ought to be ex- 
empt from Penal Laws. | 

The Truth of, the Matter lies in a very narrow. 
Compaſs : The Church has no Right to impoſe Pena! 
Lays upon any Account : In Matters purely of a Re- 
ligious Nature, the State has no Right neither: But 
ot ſuch Matters perhaps there may be great Scarcity 
in the World; For the Paſſions of Men work them- 
ſelves 1nto their Religious Concerns.; And the Con- 
troverſy grows inſenifibly into a Struggle lor Po er 
and Superiority; and often breeds Convulſions tbat 
ſhake the very Conſtitution of the Civil Government. 
And muſt the Magiſtrate ſit ſtill, becauſe the Buſile is 
about Religion, and be told that he has nothing to do 
in it? Surely it becomes him to ſtir, and to drive 
Conſcience out of the State to its proper Seat, the 
Heart of Man; whither his Power neither can, nor 
ought to purſue it. 

In this Queſtion of the Magiſtrate's Right, it mat. 
ters not what a Man's Opinions are, or how well or 
how ill a Man's Conſcience is informed : For thus 
much is certain, that the Magiſtrate has no Right to 
puniſh Men for the Miſtakes in their Judgment, or | 
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the Errors of their Conſciences. On the other ſide, 
when the Magiſtrate calls a Man to an Account for 
his Actions, I cannot ſee that it is ſo much as lis Du- 
y to enquire, whether the Man took what he did to 
te a Part of his Religion, or whether he follow'd the 
ictates of his Conſcience or no: What can the Ci- 
il Magiſtrate have to do in ſuch Queſtions; or how 
an he arrive at any Evidence concerning the Truth 


e theſe Matters? The Nature of the Action lies pro- 


Wicrly before him, conſider'd in it ſelf, and in its Con- 
quences; and if it tend to Miſchief, to breed D. 


arbance in the State, he has a Right to puniſh it, 


Jiithout conſidering whether it be a Religious Action 
Ir NO, | 
There would need no diſputing in this Caſe, if Men 
Jrould attend to the juſt Conſequences of their own 
Wrinciples : They lay it down for a Maxim, That the 
Plagiſtrate has nothing to do with Conſcience ; which 
Þ very true: But then they infer, That the Magiſtrate 
S:nnot puniſh Men for acting according to their Con- 


dence ; which is to ſay, That his Authority is ſuſ- 
ended by the Plea of Conſcience : And if ſo, the 
lagiſtrate, T think, will have more tfan enough to do 
ith it; ſince the People's Conſcience will bind his 


Fower in the Exerciſe of the Sword, and he muſt of 


ſeceſſity in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice enter into 
e Examination of Conſcience ; for ſince that is to 
e his Rule, he ought to know and to conſider it. 
But if you will attend to the Natural and Juſt Con- 
quences of the Principle, the Truth will ſtand in a 
ar Light: The Magiſtrate has nothing to do with 
onſcience : And therefore on one hand he has no 
CG Right 
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may be again, u ho found themſelves per ſuaded in 
Conſcience, that the Goods of..Chriſlians, were. com. 
mon: Should ſuch an one come to bare with you, as. 
he would call it, in your Gods, or as the Law would 
term it, to robyou of them , -Would his Conſcience, 
and his  miſunderſfanding a few Texts of Script prong, r re- 
lating to that Matter, be a good and juſtifiable P ea in 
a Court of Juſtice 2, Tf it * 'ould, I dare engage, the 
Sect will ſoon be numeròus +: If it would not; it can 
be no geneaal Rule, that Conſcience ought to be ex- 
empt from Penal Las. | 

The Truth of the Matter lies in a very narrow. 
Compaſs : The Church has no Right to impoſe Pena” 
ales upon ny Account : In Matters purely of a Re- 
ligious Nature, the State has no Right neither: But 
of ſuch Matters perhaps there may be great Scarcity 
in the World ; For the Paſſions. of Men work them- 
ſelves into their Religious Concerns .; And the Con- 
troverſy grows inſenſibly into a Struggle lor Pon et 
and Superiority; and often breeds Convulfions tbat 
ſhake the very Conſtitution of the Civil Government, 
And muſt the Magiſtrate fit ill; becauſe the Buſlle is 
about Religion, and be told that he has nothing to do 
in it? Surely it becomes him. ro ſtir, and to drive 
Conſcience out of the State to its proper Seat, the 
Heart of Man; whither his Power neither can, nor 
ought to purſue it. 

In this Queſtion of the Magiſtrate s Right, it mat- 
ters not what a Man's Opinions are, or how ell or 
how ill a Man's Conſcience is informed : For thus 
much is certain, that the Magiſtrate has no Right to 
puniſh Men for the Miſtakes in their Judgment, or , 
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the Errors of their Conſciences. On the other ſide, 
hen the Magiſtrate calls a Man to an Account for 
his Actions, I cannot ſee that it is ſo much as liis Du- 
y to enquire, whether the Man took what he did to 
te a Part of his Religion, or whether he follow'd the 
Dictates of his Conſcience or no: What can the Ci- 
il Magiſtrate have to do in ſuch Queſtions; or how 
an he arrive at any Evidence concerning the Truth 
of theſe Matters? The Nature of the Action lies pro- 
jxrly before him, conſider d in it ſelf, and in its Con- 
equences; and if it tend to Miſchief, to breed D:- 
urbance in the State, he has a Right to puniſh it, 
ithout conſidering whether it be a Religious Action 
of NO, | | 
There would need no diſputing in this Caſe, if Men 
Pould attend to the juſt Conſequences of their own 
rinciples : They lay it down for a Maxim, That the 
Wheiftrate has nothing to do with Conſcience ; which 
very true: But then they infer, That the Magiſtrate 
nnnot puniſh Men for acting according to their Con- 
ence ; which is to ſay, That his Authority is ſuſ- 
ended by the Plea of Conſcience : And if ſo, the 
lagiſtrate, I think, will have more tflan enough to do 
ith it; ſince the People's Conſcience will bind his 
ower in the Exerciſe of the Sword, and he muſt of 
eceſſity in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice enter into 
e Examination of Conſcience ; for ſince that is to 
his Rule, he ought to know and to conſider it. 
But if you will attend to the Natural and Juſt Con- 
quences of the Principle, the Truth will ſtand in a 
ar Light: The Magiſtrate has nothing to do with 
onſcience : And therefore on one hand he has no 
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own unſearchable Heart, and the Magiſtrate mig 


Right to bring Conſcience to his Bar, to puniſh the 

Errors or Miſtakes of it; or to cenſure even the Aid 
ons which proceed from it, unleſs they affect thi 
which is his immediate Care, the Publick Good, ot 
the private Peace and Property of his Subjects: And 
on the other hand, no one elſe can bring Conſe; 
ence before him, or by the Pleas of it ſuperſede hif 
Authority in any Caſe proper for his Cognizanc 
For the Magiſtrate might well fay, The Action i 
fuch as I am concerned to enquire into, Conſcience . | 
have nothing to do with, it does not lye before ne 

and therefore I ſhall not attend to its Pretences, Noll? 
indeed is it poſſible that he ſhould, ſince *tis in everf 
Man's Power in all Caſes to plead Conſcience ; which 
is never more eaſily pretended to, than by thoſe wh 
have none. A Man under a Criminal Accuſatioff 
might as well refer himſelf to what was done in thif 


Mogal's Countrey, as to what paſs d at that time in h 


with much more Reaſon admit the Evidence in o 
Caſe , than in the other, where there is no Poſſibili 
of knowing the Truth. —» 
Tt may be thought perhaps by ſome that I have bet 
pleading all this while for the Magiſtrate's Right 
perſecute the Subject upon Account of Religion: Ar 
ſo J have, if there be any Religion which indiſpenſib 
obliges Men to diſturb the Publick Peace, to perve 
the Ways of Juſtice, to be injurious totheir Brethre 
either in their Life, or Property, or Good Name; 
theſe things certainly the Magiſtrare ought to punt 
and nes But if this be what all Religions u 
verſally diſclaim, and abhor, there is no danger th 
af 
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Jay Man ſhould ſuffer merely for his Religion, becauſe 
te Magiſtrate has a Right to puniſh Sedition and Re- 
bellion, and to do Juſtice in Caſes of private Injury 
nd Oppreſſion. One may be miſtaken in his Noti- 
ens of Religion, and yet in his Political Capacity, as 
oaching the Laws of his Countrey, he may be blame 
Nes, and as long as he continues ſo, his Miſtakes are 
Nit of the Reach of the Magiſtrate's Power. 
Ihe Reaſon of the Caſe extends as well to Do- 
M}rincs as to Practices: The Magiſtrate has a Right to 
Wiopreſs all ſuch as are pernicious to the State. In 
een Elizabeth's Time, there were ſome who main- 
ned as a Point of Religion, The Unla o fulneſs of 
Women's Government: Should the Doctrine be revi- 
cd at this Day, I imagine that the Plea of Religion 
Would not attone for the Malignancy of the Opt- 
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1 
nat has been ſaid may ſerve to mark out to us the 


WW Limits of Spiritual, and Civil Power, The Mi- 
ers of - Chriſt are not of this World, and therefore 
Wy have no Right to extend their Maſter's, Kingdom, 
he Exerciſe of Worldly or Temporal Power: The 
it eil Magiſtrate is of this World, and the Affairs of 
Are his proper Care; from which he ought not to 
CF excluded by any Pretences or Pleas of Religion: 
rod will this bring any Man under Difficulty upon 
href Account of pure Religion, which never interteres 
athe Magiſtrate's Right ; but where Men build up- 
Religion Doctrines or Practices deſtructive of Ci- 
ul Government, they muſt anſwer to God for pervert- 
th Religion, and to the Magiſtrate for diſturbing the 
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Laſtly, It remains only that we apply what has bee 
ſaid to the Occaſion of this Day. There are but Tud 
Things which the Church of Rome can inſiſt on, botlf 
which are determined againſt them by the Doctrine o 
the Text. For 1½, Whatever Differences in Religiog 
there are between us, yet they are unjuſtifiable in th 
Methods they uſe for our Converſion. And 24 
Notwithſtanding all their Pleas of Religion, the Ciyi 
Power has a Right to puniſh their Practices, and dif 
juſtly exerciſe that Right, in bringing the Contriverſ| 
and Actors of the Bloody Tragedy of this Day to aff 
open and a ſhametul Death. Theſe are but the neceſ 
fary Conſequences ol what has been already diſcours| 
and therefore I ſhall not trouble you with enlarginff 
on them. LED | ? 

How juſtly then miy we expoſtulate with thi 
Church of Rome the Cruelty of this Day, in which 
they out-did even themſelves. Depoling a King 
which they have often attempted , was not the 
Work; Enflaving the Nobility , which is their conlf 
mon Practice; was not their Aim; They had pr 
pared a Richer Sacrifice to the Triple- Crown, af 
intended to expiate the Offence of the Nation agair 
the Pope, by the Nobleſt Blood which it ever p 
—_—— . 

Cou'd they have buried our Laws and our Con 
tution in one General Ruin, they had then Hopes 
Succeeding in their Attempt - Theſe Children of 
World are wiſe in their Generation , and rightly judy 
that to confound the Peace of the State, and t 
Purity of the Church, is their only way to previ 
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againſt both ; ſince nothing can make their Domini- 
on tolerable, but Anarchy and Confuſion ; Nothing 
their Religion, but Atheiſm and Infidelity. 

But God prevented their Malice, and turned the 
Miſchief upon their own Heads. In Memory of 
which Bleſſing, this Day was deſervedly diſtinguiſhed 
in the Eng/iſh Calendar: Which Piety of our Ance- 
ſtors has deſcended upon- Us their Poſterity in New 
Bleſſings ; and this Day has been again conſecrated 
by the Deliverance of theſe Kingdoms out of the 
Hands of the ſame Implacable Enemies. 

There is Nothing an F»gliſhman has more to fear 
than the prevailing Power of Popery ; and fo uni— 
verſally it is dreaded, That Popery muſt ever be a 
Mill-tone to the Neck of any Cauſe to which it is 
but ſo much as generally ſuſpected to be allied; And 
this I preſume has been well underſtood by thoſe 
who have always been labouring to infuſe the Fears 
and Jealouſies of it into the Minds of the People, 
and to clog the Work of the Government with the 
Suſpicions of it. If there be any Aſperſion, which 
Men ſhou'd make a Conſcience of caſting upon their 
Rulers, 'Tis this, which contains whatever can be 
thought on to render a Man odious. To deſign the 
Advancement of Popery, is to deſign the Ruin of 
the State, and the Deſtruction of the Church; tis 
to ſacrifice the Nation to. a Double Slavery, to 
prepare Chains both for their Bodies and their 
Minds. 0 

What Intereſt is to be ſerved by Fomenting theſe 
Jealouſies, is, I think, hard to be underſtood + The 
Proteſtant Succeſſion is eſtabuſh'd by the Law, bo 
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what further Security can be had, muſt rife out of 
the Affections of the People; which. will not be in- 
creas'd by perſuading them, that they ſtand ſuſpect. 
ed in the Opinion of thoſe who'may be one Day 
their Governors, Shou'd theſe Jealouſies ſo far pre- 
vail, (as we truſt they cannot) as to render one 
great Part of the People of England ſuſpected to the 
Princes Abroad, what Strength would the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion gain by theſe Means? Would not the 
Conſequence be, that this Part of the People would 
begin to imagine their Cauſe prejudged , and think 
with leſs Pleature upon the Security, which now they 
eſteem as their great Bleſſing? What may grow out 
of ſuch mutual Diſtruſts in Length of Time, ſhou d 
they once prevail, I cannot tell, but no Good I am 
ſure. They who heartily with well to the Succeſli- 
on, will endeavour that there may be a mutual Con- 
fidence and good Opinion, between the People and 
the Princes of the Blood, That whenever the Time 
comes, which muſt rob us of our Deareſt Bleſling, 
They may aſcend the Throne neither ſuſpecting nor 
ſuſpected; but may be receiv'd with as much Joy, as 
the Circumſtances of that ſad (and I hope far Alan) 
Day will admit of. Let the People be told how 
fully they inherit the Virtues of their Royal Ance- 
ſtors, that no Diſtance of Time or Place can ever 
efface their Love for eur common Country; but 
let none but Theirs and their Country's Enemies in- 
ſinuate, that there is any Cauſe for mutual Fears and 

Jealouſies between them. 
| But whatever our Fears are, let them be ſo far 
ſuſpended at leaſt, that We may enjoy the Eaſe and 
Tran- 
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Tranquillity which the preſent Auſpicious Reign af- 
fords. Let not all our Zeal for our Holy Religion 
be ſpent in Quarrelling and Diſputing about it; but 
ſome of it be ſhewn in our Dutiful Behaviour to our 
Governors, in mutual Love and Charity - Let the Pu- 
rity of our Religion be expreſs'd in the Innocence of 
our Lives; That whenever God ſhall. be pleaſed to 
deliver Us from the Scourge of War , we may be 
in ſuch a Diſpoſition to receive the Bleſſing; That 
Mercy and Truth may meet together, and Righteouſneſs 
and Peace kiſs each other. © | 
Above all, let us earneſtly contend with God in 

Prayer for Mercies upon our good Queen; That She 
may be long continued to us ; That he would give s 
Peacein Her Time; That no Demerit of ours may rob 
us of the Invaluable Bleſſings We enjoy in Her; That 

whenever She, ripe' for Glory and Immortality, ſhall 

be called to Everlaſting Peace and a better Crown, 
That then he wou'd with a more eſpecial Eye of Mer- 
cy and Tenderneſs regard theſe Orphan Kingdoms, 
and hide them under the Shelter of his Wings, till 
the Danger be overpaſt. - Fo 
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